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PROCEEDINGS ON 8 APRIL 2026  

CHAIRPERSON :    Good morning everyone .   Good morning  

Advocate Chauke.   Good morning  Advocate Trengove and 

Madam.   We are  going to request  that ,  Advocate Trengove,  

you p lace yoursel f  on record before  we begin .  

ADV TRENGOVE SC :    May i t  p lease you Chai r ,  my name is  

Wim Trengove.   I  appear wi th my learned f r iend ,  Ms Theart -

Hofmeyr  for  General  Booysen.    

CHAIRPERSON :    Who is  the inst ruct ing at to rney ?  

ADV TRENGOVE SC :    Tanya Kuhn is  the inst ruct ing a t torney .    10 

CHAIRPERSON :    Ms Kuhn.   I  have seen some 

communicat ion f rom her .   Is  that  the lady?  

MS KHUN :    That  is  cor rect .  

CHAIRPERSON :    Yes,  thank you .   Advocate Mtsweni ,  a re 

you ready to begin wi th your wi tness ?  Perhaps before you 

do,  le t  me just  f ind out  f rom Advocate Trengove whether  they 

would l i ke  to  s i t  for  a  whi le  before we excuse you .   The 

wi tness who is  supposed to test i f y  i s  Advocate Ri ley.   She 

has f i led a statement .   I  am not  sure whether  you have had 

an opportuni ty  to  get  a copy of  that  s tatement  or  a l l  o ther  20 

statements that  were f i led of  record over  the weekend .   You 

may wish to have access to those statements.   I f  not ,  Madam 

Kuhn can make ar rangements wi th the Secretary to  have the  

l ink .   You wi l l  be in  a posi t ion to obta in a l l  such sta tements  

that  a re f i led of  record .  
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MS KUHN :    Thank you.  

CHAIRPERSON :    Would you l i ke to  wai t  unt i l  we excuse you ?  

Let  us hear whether  the wi tness is  ready.   I f  not ,  make a  

determinat ion as to when we are go ing to cont inue .   

ADV MTSWENI :    Good morning ,  Madam Chair .   Good 

morning,  members of  the  panel .   Madam Chair ,  I  have got  not  

so good news for  the panel .   The long and short  o f  i t  is  that  I  

do not  have a wi tness ready to tes t i fy .   We have been to ld,  

just  a f ter  we le f t  the chamber on our  way to the Secretar ia t 's  

of f ice,  that  Advocate Ri ley has ind icated that  she is  no t  happy 10 

wi th the statement  and she would l ike more t ime to work on 

the statement  and for  those reasons,  Madam Chair ,  she is  not  

ready to test i f y .    

 And I  have been requested by the NPA to ask for  an  

adjournment  in  order  fo r  them to sor t  out  the statement .   I  am 

advised that  Advocate  Lekgetho is ,  as we speak,  on her  way 

to Cape Town to  meet  up wi th Advocate Ri ley in  order  to  

understand what  her  concerns are  and in  order  to  address 

them.    

 What  I  can assure the panel  is ,  the statement ,  I  20 

prepared the statement  as d i rected and i t  was sent  to  the 

NPA team together  wi th Advocate Ri ley as  fa r ,  as  ear ly  as  

around 7 o 'c lock  in  the morning  on Thursday for  the i r  

comments and inputs .   I  received Advocate Ri ley 's  comments,  

I  th ink on Saturday or  Sunday,  which I  then incorpora ted in to 



8 APRIL  2026 –  DAY 48 

Page 3  o f  14  

her  s tatement  and sent  i t  back to  her .   I  never received,  

between Sunday and today,  never received any concerns 

whatsoever f rom any par ty that  there were issues wi th the  

statement  and I  be laboured under  the impression tha t  she is  

happy wi th the statement  because she s igned i t .    

 I t  is  only now in th is  morning that  I  was to ld for  the  

f i rs t  t ime,  not  d i rect ly ,  but  through Advocate Lekgetho,  that  

Advocate Ri ley is  not  happy wi th the  statement  and she would  

l ike more t ime .   And in  the c i rcumstances,  Madam Chair ,  I  do  

not  have a wi tness for  reasons beyond my cont ro l  and I  10 

cannot  even te l l  the panel  as yet  as to  when wi l l  Advocate  

Ri ley be avai lab le  because Advocate L ekgetho is  on her  way 

to Cape Town.   I  do not  know how long i t  wi l l  take for  them to 

f ina l i ze the statement  and when wi l l  Advocate Ri ley be 

avai lab le,  Madam Chair .    

 That  is  the predicament  that  I  f ind mysel f  in .   But ,  

and so f rom my par t  and the par t  o f  my col leagues,  we d id  

everyth ing that  we could,  a l though belatedly so,  to  make sure  

that  at  least  we make progress today  and unfor tunate ly,  that  

is  where we f ind ourselves,  Madam Chair .  20 

CHAIRPERSON :    And when d id Advocate L ekgetho leave for  

Cape Town?  

ADV MTSWENI :    Just  af te r ,  I  th ink just  before 10 o 'c lock .   

No,  no,  just  a f ter  we le f t  the chamber.   She to ld me she had 

to go home and get  her  stuf f  because I  th ink her  f l igh t  wi l l  be  
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a t  12 o 'c lock th is  af ternoon to Cape Town .   

CHAIRPERSON :    Anybody f rom the State  At to rney here?  

ADV MTSWENI :    No one,  because I  had asked her  to  say 

could she not  s tay at  least  to  come and address the panel  on  

that  and she to ld me that  g iven the t ime fo r  which she has to  

make her  f l ight ,  she would not  be able to  be here  and then 

that  I  must  just  ask fo r  the panel  to  stand the mat ter  down .   

And I  asked her ,  how long wi l l  you guys need to f ina l ize the  

statement ,  and that  is  the answer that  I  do not  have.    

 I  cannot  te l l  the panel  whether  th is  af ternoon .   I t  is  10 

unl ike ly today .   I t  is  unl i ke ly tomorrow.   I  am not  sure ,  Madam 

Chai r .   I f  i t  were  up to me,  I  would say ,  I  would  remove 

Advocate Ri ley f rom the l i s t  because i t  looks l ike we can only  

ca l l  wi tnesses who want  to  go test i fy .   But  i t  looks l ike the  

NPA regards her  as an important  w i tness  and that  is  where,  

that  is  the d i f f i cu l ty  that  I  f ind myse l f  in .   

CHAIRPERSON :    This statement  is  s igned by Advocate  

Ri ley.   There is ,  however,  no ind icat ion when she s igned i t .   

I f  you look at  SR0040,  there appears to  be her  s ignature  

there.   20 

ADV MTSWENI :    That  is  correct ,  Madam Chai r .  

CHAIRPERSON :    When d id she s ign the statement ?  

ADV MTSWENI :    We got ,  I  th ink I  got  the s igned vers ion on 

Sunday.   And then,  Sunday or  Monday,  I  can not  remember ,  

and that  i s  when I  asked her  to  have i t  proper ly  commissioned  
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and then we st ruggled wi th the commissioning because she 

d id not  have the fac i l i t ies to  scan,  e tcetera.   But  i t  was s igned 

on Sunday,  a l though i t  is  not  dated.  

CHAIRPERSON :    Why was i t  not  f i led on Thursday as was 

d i rected and as you undertook ?  

ADV MTSWENI :    Madam Chair ,  as  the reasons fo r  that  are,  

as I  had ind icated,  I  was able to  f ina l i ze the statement  

complete ly on Saturday,  on Thursday morning,  and send i t  to  

them on Thursday morning wi th the v iew ,  and in  fact ,  I  s tated  

in  my emai l  that  i t  should be,  I  should receive everyone 's  10 

comments by no la ter  than 2 o 'c lock that  af te rnoon so that  I  

am at  least  able to  f i le  an unsigned vers ion in  an at tempt  to  

comply wi th the t imel ines.    

 But  I  had not  received the comments .   I  on ly received 

the comments on Saturday .   And I  could not ,  unt i l  I  get  a  

green l ight  f rom both the NPA team as wel l  as Advocate Ri ley  

that  they are happy wi th the statement ,  proceed to f i le  i t .   So 

hence we were ab le to  f i le  an unsigned statement  when af ter ,  

when,  the moment  I  received the green l ight  that  s he is  happy 

wi th the statement ,  that  is  when we were able to  send i t  20 

through to the Secretar ia t .    

 But  I  d id  everyth ing I  could,  Madam Chai r ,  to  comply ,  

but  i t  i s  beyond my cont ro l  as to  when I  receive  the comments  

back because i t  i s  not  my statement ,  i t  is  the i r  s tatement .   

They have to be happy wi th the statement .   And to the extent  
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that  I  could not  comply,  Madam Chai r ,  I  can only profusely 

apologize.   I  d id  everyth ing wi th in my power .   

CHAIRPERSON :    You suggest  that  she should probably be  

removed f rom the l is t  o f  wi tnesses ?  

ADV MTSWENI :    I f  i t  were up to me,  Madam Chai r ,  I  would .   

But  unfor tunate ly i t  looks l i ke  the NPA regards her ,  I  do not  

want  to  be b lamed for  saying I  d id  not  ca l l  necessary  

wi tnesses.   

CHAIRPERSON :    Let  me f in ish what  I  am t ry ing to say to  

you.  10 

ADV MTSWENI :    Okay,  apologies.  

CHAIRPERSON :    Before you even consider  that ,  because we 

have a statement  in  f ront  of  us,  you should perhaps wai t  to  

hear f rom Advocate L ekgetho.   As soon as she ar r ives in  

Cape Town,  she wi l l  then communicate wi th you .   Then we 

wi l l  know by end of  business as to  whether  Advocate Ri ley 

wi l l  be avai lab le to  test i fy  or  not .   I f  she is  avai lab le to  test i fy  

perhaps tomorrow,  she can do so v i r tua l ly .   By end of  

business,  we should know what  the  posi t ion is .    

 Yes,  thank you .   As regards the other  wi tnesses,  20 

Advocate Mlotshwa,  is  he avai lab le to  star t ?  Is  he far?  Is  he  

here?  Is  he wi l l ing to  test i fy  v i r tua l ly ?  

ADV MOHLAMONYANE SC :    May I  get  in  w i th your  

permission,  Madam Chair ?  We wi l l  ta lk  to  Advocate  Mlotshwa 

to f ind out  whether  he may be ava i lab le to  test i fy  tomorrow 
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v i r tua l l y  or  even on Fr iday.   We had not  contempla ted that  

the posi t ion wi l l  be as i t  i s ,  because yesterday I  spoke to my 

col league,  Advocate Mtsweni ,  and he said to  me Advocate  

Ri ley would be f ly ing up and wi l l  be avai lab le today .   So I  was 

conf ident  that  she wi l l  be here .   But  seeing that  she has 

ra ised whatever she has ra ised and s he is  not  here,  I  take i t  

upon mysel f  to  communicate wi th  Advocate  Mlotshwa and f ind  

out  whether  he cannot  test i fy  tomorrow or  even on Fr iday,  

depending on h is avai lab i l i t y .  

CHAIRPERSON :    On the l i s t  o f  wi tnesses,  we a lso  have 10 

General  Mkhwanazi .   What  i s  the posi t ion wi th regard to th is  

wi tness?  

ADV MOHLAMONYANE SC :    Wi th regard to General  

Mkhwanazi ,  I  ind icated last  week that  I  s t i l l  need to  s i t  wi th  

h im to f ina l ize h is  statement .   A  dra f t  is  there,  but  I  s t i l l  need 

to s i t  wi th  h im to f ina l i ze h is statement .  

CHAIRPERSON :    And Colonel  Roelofse?  

ADV MOHLAMONYANE SC :    I  spoke to Advocate Mayet te on  

Colonel  Roelofse .   Apparent ly ,  Colonel  R oelofse wi l l  no  

longer be cal led,  but  she can conf i rm that .   20 

ADV MAYET SC :    Thank you,  Madam Chair .   Madam Chai r ,  

wi th  regard to Colonel  R oelofse and Advocate Van Zyl ,  both  

wi tnesses are ret i red.   So,  wi th  regard to Advocate Van Zyl ,  

he has technologica l  chal lenges .   His statement  was sent  to  

h im.   He made handwr i t ten changes,  which were sent  through 
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last  n ight ,  and we are work ing on that .    

 Wi th regard to Colonel  Roelofse,  he has been ,  not  

responding to my at tempts  to  contact  h im .   I  asked the NPA 

for  assistance,  and I  was to ld th is  morning that  they wi l l  t ry  

the i r  level  best .   He is  a l legedly in  another  mat ter  at  the 

moment ,  but  they wi l l  t ry  to  make contact  wi th  h im.    

CHAIRPERSON :    Advocate   Mohlamonyane,  wi l l  we know,  at  

least  by luncht ime,  whether  Advocate M lotshwa wi l l  be  

avai lab le to  commence wi th h is  test imony tomorrow ? 

ADV MOHLAMONYANE SC :    As soon as we adjourn here,  10 

Madam Chair ,  I  w i l l  t ry  and make contact  wi th  h im,  and I  wi l l  

rever t .   

CHAIRPERSON :    I t  appears to  us that  none o f  these 

wi tnesses wi l l  be  ready to test i fy  today,  meaning that  the  

mat ter  should be stood down unt i l  tomorrow .   By tomorrow,  

we should know whether  Advocate Ri ley wi l l  be ready to star t .   

Rather ,  th is  af te rnoon,  g ive us an ind icat ion,  and i f  you can 

a lso ind icate whether  any of  the wi tnesses wi l l  be able to  take 

the stand tomorrow,  so that  we can proceed .   

ADV MOHLAMONYANE SC :    We wi l l  do so,  Madam Chai r .    20 

CHAIRPERSON :    So by,  say,  1 o 'c lock or  before luncht ime,  

you should g ive us an ind icat ion  …[intervenes] .  

ADV MOHLAMONYANE SC :    Madam Chai r  …[ intervenes] .  

CHAIRPERSON :    What  the posi t ion is ,  regard ing these 

wi tnesses.   
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ADV MOHLAMONYANE SC :    I  th ink  on the,  that  wi l l  be  on 

Advocate Mlotshwa,  because Advocate  Lekgetho ind icated 

that  she wi l l  on ly ar r ive in  Cape Town th is  af ternoon af ter  3 .   

So I  might  be able  to ,  we wi l l  get ,  we wi l l  get  Mr …[indist inct ]  

to  wr i te  the le t ter  as soon as we get  an ind icat ion,  and send 

i t  through to the Secretar ia t ,  who wi l l  then advise the panel  

on the posi t ion ,  because i t  is  only when she ar r ives in  Cape 

Town and meets up wi th Advocate Ri ley that  she wi l l  get  an  

ind icat ion as to  what ,  to  the extent  to  which she is  no t  happy 

wi th the statement ,  and how long i t  wi l l  take for  them to 10 

correct  that ,  and then we wi l l  advise the panel  by,  before  

c lose of  business today on Advocate Ri ley,  Madam Chai r .  

CHAIRPERSON :    Of  the bundle of  documents that  were f i led  

yesterday,  i s  Advocate  M lotshwa 's draf t  s tatement  in  the  

bundles that  were f i led ,  apart  f rom Advocate  Ri ley 's  

statement?  

ADV MOHLAMONYANE SC :    What  I  am aware of ,  i t  was sent  

through to the Secretar ia t .   I  am not  sure whether  i t  was 

uploaded on the SharePoint  por ta l .  

CHAIRPERSON :    Our researcher  te l ls  me that  Advocate 20 

Mlotshwa’s statement  was f i led at  the instance of  Advocate  

Lekgetho.   You wi l l  then have to ver i f y  wi th  Advocate  

Mlotshwa,  Advocate Mohlamonyane ,  whether  he is  wi l l ing to  

test i fy  tomorrow.   We can go through the statements today  

and i f  he is  avai lab le,  he can test i f y  tomorrow  i f  he is  around 
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Pretor ia .   I f  not ,  he can test i f y  v i r tua l ly ,  so that  we can make 

progress.   

ADV MOHLAMONYANE SC :    Yes,  Madam Chai r ,  I  wi l l  do  

that .   I  wi l l  ta lk  to  h im.   

CHAIRPERSON :    When wi l l  we know?  

ADV MOHLAMONYANE SC :    Depending on whether  I  wi l l  be  

able to  f ind h im .   As soon as I  f ind h im,  I  wi l l  le t  you know 

what  h is  react ion is .   As soon as we adjourn here,  I  wi l l  p ick  

up the phone and cal l  h im .  

CHAIRPERSON :    Let  us know by 11 o 'c lock whether  10 

Advocate Mlotshwa is  avai lab le or  not .  

ADV MOHLAMONYANE SC :    Yes,  Madam Chai r ,  I  wi l l  do  

that .  

MS RAMAGAGA :    Advocate Mtsweni ,  is  i t  correct  that  

Advocate R i ley is  s t i l l  an employee of  the NPA ?  

ADV MTSWENI :    That  is  correct ,  Madam Ramagaga.   

MS RAMAGAGA :    Thank you.   

CHAIRPERSON :    Do you have anyth ing to say,  Advocate  

Ngcukai tobi ,  before we g ive a d i rect ion about  the state of  

a f fa i rs?  20 

ADV NGCUKAITOBI SC :    No,  Madam Chair .   I f  the s i tuat ion  

is  as i t  is ,  there  i s  noth ing we can do as the C ounse l  for  Mr  

Chauke.   We would s imply request  that  there should be c la r i ty  

about  the purpose of  the adjournment  tomorrow ,  in  other  

words,  what  is  expected when we convene tomorrow morning.  
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Thank you,  Madam Chai r .   

CHAIRPERSON :    Yes,  thank you .   Advocate Trengove?  

ADV TRENGOVE SC :    No,  noth ing  f rom us,  Chai r .   We wi l l  

submi t  the Genera l ’ s  statement  in  a week 's t ime and then take 

fur ther  d i rect ions f rom you .   

CHAIRPERSON :    Yes,  thank you .   A week's t ime,  should we  

…[intervenes] .  

ADV TRENGOVE SC :    Next  Wednesday.  

CHAIRPERSON :    Next  week Wednesday .   10 

ADV TRENGOVE SC :    Ja.  

CHAIRPERSON :    I  must  ment ion,  Advocate Trengove,  that  

as you probably know,  t ime is  not  on our  s ide.   We have up 

to end of  June to  submit  the  report  to  the President .   We had 

ant ic ipated that  the evidence leaders would have f in ished 

wi th the i r  wi tnesses,  at  least  by now,  but  you may be aware  

of  the developments of  December that  requi res no e laborat ion  

at  th is  point  in  t ime .   We hope that  by end of  Apr i l ,  we should  

have come to an end of  l is tening to evidence so  tha t  we can 

af ford par t ies to  f i le  submission s when we star t  work ing and 20 

f ina l i s ing the report .  

 As you would know,  we have bundles and bundles of  

documents that  we have to go th rough,  and that  i s  going to  

requi re t ime.   We would appreciate i f  we can have that  

s tatement  of  Major  General  Bo oysens as soon as i t  is  ready,  
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hopefu l l y  by mid -next  week as you undertake,  and we wi l l  

d iscuss fur ther  mat ters as soon as that  s tatement  is  ready .    

ADV TRENGOVE SC :    Indeed,  Cha i r .  

CHAIRPERSON :    That  sa id,  i t  appears to  us that  th is  mat ter  

can only be stood down  unt i l  tomorrow morning at  9  o 'c lock .   

And p lease,  Advocate  Mohlamonyane,  le t  us know when the  

wi tness wi l l  be,  would have ind icated about  her  avai lab i l i t y .   

And Advocate  Mohlamonyane,  le t  us know by 11 o 'c lock  what  

the posi t ion  is  w i th  regard to Advocate  Mlotshwa.   Other  

wi tnesses whose statements are st i l l  outstanding,  Colonel  10 

Roelofse and Advocate  Van Zyl ,  a lso g ive an ind icat ion by  

tomorrow,  at  least  by tomorrow,  so that  we know when these 

wi tnesses wi l l  be  test i f y ing,  then we can set  t ime aside  fo r  

the fu r ther  wi tnesses who may take longer ,  for  instance,  

Major  General  Booysens.   Apparent ly  h is  statement  is  long 

and we may need more t ime wi th  h im .   P lease f ina l ize the 

statements ,  a l l  o f  you.   Yes,  thank you ,  we wi l l  s tand th is  

mat ter  down unt i l  tomorrow morning,  Thursday,  the 9 t h  o f  

Apr i l  a t  9  o 'c lock.    

ADV MOHLAMONYANE SC :    As you p lease.   Thank you,  20 

Madam Chair .  

CHAIRPERSON :    Thank you.   

ENQUIRY POSTPONED TO 9 APRIL 2026 

ENQUIRY ADJOURNS 

-  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  
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